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“Mathematical truths are in our world. Our invention is to
select from all the possible mathematical truths the ones that
are really interesting. Now, how and why do we see that
something is interesting? Because it is beautiful, it has a nice
structure, it produces human emotion. A machine cannot
teach us to understand beauty.”

— Michael Atiyah, November 2018



“Proofs are to mathematics what spelling
(or calligraphy) is to poetry.”

— Vladimir Arnold, 1999
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